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THE INTEGRITY OF DOCUMENTS CASE SCENARIO – July 23rd, 2014 

The president of your University comes to see you one day with the original charter of the college 

founded in 1769. The Royal Governor of New Hampshire, John Wentworth, provided the land 

upon which the school was built and conveyed the charter from King George III establishing the 

College. 

As you examine the charter, you see that it has been worn by time. It also has a big ink smear on 

the upper right corner. He asks you to remove the smear and have the charter mounted on acid-

free adhesive board and framed. 

– Posed by Professor David DeLorenzo, Associate Director & Head of Technical Services at 

Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley, in July 2014 

 

1.) Would doing these repairs adversely affect the integrity of the document? If so, what would 

they be? 

Attempting to remove the smear has a lot of potential to adversely affect the integrity of the document. 

Presuming this charter has been in the care of the University since its inception, it is likely that the ink 

smear is as old as the document itself and therefore, likely the doing of Governor Wentworth. Given the 

age of the document and the notation that it has been "worn by time", even the most stable of paper that 

the document was written on would be brittle, yellowed, and apt to tearing, especially at folds. Trying to 

remove an ink stain that is older than America is possible, but not without doing some damage on the 

upper right corner, which is likely a weak spot on such old paper. The ink stain sounds as though it 

would not be able to be removed "gently" as is suggested for "surface cleaning" (Hunter 2003, 172). 

 

2.) What treatments would you suggest, if any? How would you go about assessing what those 

treatments should be? 

Ideally, the president of the University will accept a digitized copy, because even if the ink stain is 

removed without damage, the document would have to be mounted and framed in such a way to ensure 

its continued preservation. Such a way would have to encase the document first in polyester film (2003, 

175), then mount it on an acid-free adhesive board, so it does not adhere to the document itself. Ideally, 

if the framed document were kept in a temperature-controlled environment, then that could certainly 

help preserve it in the long term as well.  
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